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This is the fourth and final compartment of a sheep’s 
stomach. It is where digestion is completed.

abomasum
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bottle baby

This is the fourth and final compartment of a sheep’s 
stomach. It is where digestion is completed.

Some lambs that lose their mothers are brought in and 
bottle fed until they are strong enough to be out on 
their own.
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carding

Some lambs that lose their mothers are brought in and 
bottle fed until they are strong enough to be out on 
their own.

Carding is a process used to prepare wool for spinning. It 
detangles and mixes the fibers.
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dock

Carding is a process used to prepare wool for spinning. It 
detangles and mixes the fibers.

Sometimes the tails of sheep are cut off or docked to keep 
their tails cleaner. The tail is sometimes considered 
the dock.
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ewe

Sometimes the tails of sheep are cut off or docked to keep 
their tails cleaner. The tail is sometimes considered 
the dock.

A female sheep is called a ewe. They are also considered a 
“yoe” in Britain.



flock
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A female sheep is called a ewe. They are also considered a 
“yoe” in Britain.

Sheep living in a group are considered a flock. Larger 
groups are sometimes called mobs or bands.
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Gimmer

Sheep living in a group are considered a flock. Larger 
groups are sometimes called mobs or bands.

A female sheep between the ages of 1 and 2 that has not yet 
had a baby is sometimes called a gimmer.
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handpiece

A female sheep between the ages of 1 and 2 that has not yet 
had a baby is sometimes called a gimmer.

This is the tool that shearers use to shear the wool off of 
sheep. These are machine powered and do not hurt 
the sheep.
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in lamb

This is the tool that shearers use to shear the wool off of 
sheep. These are machine powered and do not hurt 
the sheep.

This is another way to say that a ewe or female sheep is 
pregnant. Sheep are in lamb for an average of 147 days.
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jump

This is another way to say that a ewe or female sheep is 
pregnant. Sheep are in lamb for an average of 147 days.

It is not uncommon to see a jumping sheep. These animals 
are not known for jumping, but occasionally clear fences 
and escape enclosures.
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kemp

It is not uncommon to see a jumping sheep. These animals 
are not known for jumping, but occasionally clear fences 
and escape enclosures.

Kemp is the coarse hair that is not sheared with the wool. 
It is found on the head and legs of sheep. 
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lamb

Kemp is the coarse hair that is not sheared with the wool. 
It is found on the head and legs of sheep. 

A baby sheep is called a lamb. They rely on their mothers 
for 4-6 months after birth.
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mutton

A baby sheep is called a lamb. They rely on their mothers 
for 4-6 months after birth.

Sheep are commonly raised for meat consumption as well 
as their wool. Meat that comes from a sheep that is older 
than one is commonly called mutton.
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noils

Sheep are commonly raised for meat consumption as well 
as their wool. Meat that comes from a sheep that is older 
than one is commonly called mutton.

Harvested wool is not perfect. Small hairs and knots 
called noils must be removed during a combing process.
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Harvested wool is not perfect. Small hairs and knots 
called noils must be removed during a combing process.

oddments
Oddments is a term used to describe “bad wool” or the 
wool that doesn’t meet standards. Some examples are 
tufts and strands that don’t get woven into the textile.
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pelt
Pelts are a popular product created from a sheep hide. 
Wool remains attached while the skin is cleaned 
and treated.

Oddments is a term used to describe “bad wool” or the 
wool that doesn’t meet standards. Some examples are 
tufts and strands that don’t get woven into the textile.
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Quality

Pelts are a popular product created from a sheep hide. 
Wool remains attached while the skin is cleaned 
and treated.

The quality of wool is determined by a few different 
factors including: color, fineness, length, the total yield 
from one sheep, and more.
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The quality of wool is determined by a few different 
factors including: color, fineness, length, the total yield 
from one sheep, and more.

A ram is an adult, male sheep. Depending on the breed, 
these members of the flock can be easily identified by 
their large horns.

ram
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skirting

A ram is an adult, male sheep. Depending on the breed, 
these members of the flock can be easily identified by 
their large horns.

Skirting is a process directly following shearing. This is 
where the wool is treated to remove stains, plant matter, 
and other imperfections.
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textile

Skirting is a process directly following shearing. This is 
where the wool is treated to remove stains, plant matter, 
and other imperfections.

Textile refers to a fabric made of wool. It will usually 
have been woven or knitted.
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undercoat

Textile refers to a fabric made of wool. It will usually 
have been woven or knitted.

While domesticated sheep do not have a double coat, their 
wild ancestors did. Ancient sheep had a short, warm 
undercoat as well as a top layer with longer strands.
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While domesticated sheep do not have a double coat, their 
wild ancestors did. Ancient sheep had a short, warm 
undercoat as well as a top layer with longer strands.

vegetation
Animals that only eat plants and vegetation are consid-
ered herbivores. Sheep fall into this category.
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Wool
Wool is a warm textile fiber that can be harvested from 
sheep. Wool yarn is commonly used to make socks, hats, 
scarves, and other warm clothes.

Animals that only eat plants and vegetation are consid-
ered herbivores. Sheep fall into this category.
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x-bred sheep

Wool is a warm textile fiber that can be harvested from 
sheep. Wool yarn is commonly used to make socks, hats, 
scarves, and other warm clothes.

Cross-breeding is when different breeds of sheep are 
bred together. This is often done to improve the quality of 
wool produced in a flock.
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yearling

Cross-breeding is when different breeds of sheep are 
bred together. This is often done to improve the quality of 
wool produced in a flock.

A sheep, either male or female, that is between the ages of 
1 and 2.
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A sheep, either male or female, that is between the ages of 
1 and 2.

zodiac
The Zodiac is an astrological phenomenon based on star 
constellations. The Aries formation is in the shape 
of a ram.


